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June LLI Forum

Wednesday, June 4, 2014, at 10 a.m.
(Social Time at 9:30 a.m.)

Top Science Educator Discusses
How Chemical Principles Relate

to Real World Applications

Reva A. Savkar, associate
professor of chemistry at
NOVA-Annandale, received
the 2013 Chancellor’s Award
for Teaching Excellence. This
annual award recognizes one
teaching faculty member in the
entire state-wide Virginia
Community College System.
“Throughout the years, she has

demonstrated a commitment to teaching excellence
by being student-focused, innovative in the
classroom and enthusiastic about her work,” said
Dr. Robert Templin, Jr., NOVA’s president.

Savkar received her bachelor’s degree in chemistry
and physics, and a master’s degree in organic
chemistry, from the Institute of Science in Mumbai,
India as well as a master’s degree in computer
science from Virginia Tech. An educational pioneer,
she has been teaching chemistry and computer
science courses at NOVA-Annandale since 1974 and
developed the first online chemistry course in the
United States in 1995. Her online courses are among
the fastest growing classes for NOVA’s Extended
Learning Institute. For the past 17 years, Savkar has
led the popular Science Seminar Series at the
Annandale Campus, which brings together scientists
outside of the College and in-house faculty to
discuss science topics that affect the current
day-to-day world.

Professor Savkar volunteers with a humanitarian
organization, Maiti Nepal, and she recently traveled
to Kathmandu, Nepal to set up a Learning Resource
Center at a women’s shelter for victims of sex

trafficking. If time permits in her science lecture, she
may tell us about some of her experiences in Nepal.

So, brush up on the periodic table, and bring your
questions to the June Forum to hear a most
outstanding science educator.

Please be seated early so we can meet our
Scholarship recipients before our Forum speaker
begins her presentation.

Please Note: Parking is available in the parking garage
($2/hour). Parking in B and C lots is by permit only. If no
garage slots are available, a $12 daily permit for the B lot is
available at the office to the right just inside the garage
entry gate.

Reva A. Savkar

Take Me Out
to the Ball Game!

Saturday,
September 6, 2014

See page 9 for details
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Members
Louise Blakely 703-451-2084

blakelylk001@gmail.com

Welcome, New Members! We hope you
will participate in our classes and

volunteer your time and talent.

Updates

Patricia Brennan (spelling correction)

Alice and Phillip Criswell, 20487 Earhart Place,
Sterling, VA 21465

Avrum and Joyce Marks, burkeva1959@gmail.com

Carol Stillwell, 470 Voluntown Rd., Griswold, CT
06351

LLI Board of Directors
President: Ed McKnight
Vice President: George Chalou
Secretary: Karren Scott
Treasurer: Charles Hulick
Past President: Paul Hopler

Members: Ray Bednarsky 15 *,
Louise Blakely 14, Phil Centini 15,
George Chalou 15, Pat Harrison 14,
Nancy Jerdan 16, Phil Myers 16,
Scott Pinckney 16, Phil Runge 14,
Arline Sachs 16, Gina Trapp 14

Administrator: Laura Charron

Newsletter Staff

Newsletter Editor: Lynda Brittain 703-425-8240 brittains@cox.net
Assistant Editor: Bev Portman, 703-560-6740 firse@juno.com

Graphic Design/Desktop Publisher: Alfred Brothers
Mailing Coordinators: Bob and Merry Huley

© Lifetime Learning Institute 2014

* year term ends

IMPORTANT: Report
Address / E-Mail / Phone

Number Changes
Laura Charron, Administrator

To be assured of receiving important notices
concerning classes and trips, please remember to
notify the LLI office as soon as possible of a new
e-mail address as well as a change in mailing
address and/or telephone number. Notify the office
by phone at (703) 503-0600, or e-mail at
llinova@juno.com.

Calendar of Events
June

4 Forum
13 Board Meeting

July
8 Retreat

10 Northwest National
Parks Trip

August
8 September newsletter

deadline
18 September newsletter

mailing

September
3 Forum
6 Nationals Park —

Baseball!
12 Board Meeting
12 October newsletter

deadline
22 October newsletter

mailing

October
1 Forum

10 Board Meeting
10 November newsletter

deadline
20 November newsletter

mailing

November
5 Forum

14 Board Meeting
14 Update deadline
24 Update mailing

December
3 Holiday Luncheon

12 Board Meeting
12 January 2015

newsletter deadline
22 January 2015

newsletter mailing

Volunteer Opportunities
LLI always needs volunteers to help with a variety
of activities. For a list of these activities please
contact one or more of the LLI Coordinators listed
below. Match your talents with an area in which you
can contribute your time and energy. Join other
volunteers, support LLI, and have fun!

Volunteer Coordinator: Phil Centini, 703-658-1545,
barry.centini@verizon.net

Speaker Forum Committee: Joseph Pincus,
703-569-0973, joseph@pincus.org

LLI Newsletter Reminder
Our monthly newsletter is generally available
on the LLI website earlier than you will receive
it through the mail. In light of recent extended
delivery delays by the Postal Service, you may
want to keep http://lli.nova.org in mind. Any
pictures and/or graphics will also be in color
on the website.
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President’s Message

A Note of Thanks

A
s I finish out my second, and last year, as
President, I have so many people to thank
that I simply could not list them all. So I’ll
take a different approach. First, I have

received far more from you and this organization
than I ever gave. I have been interested in adult
learners, and that unique process older folks use
in learning new or different information or tasks,
since I was in graduate school. Adult learners,
whether they are attending night school or one of
our classes, come to education entirely differently
than an eighteen-year-old. One of my mentors, Dr.
Richard Howe, would be proud to know that I still
have that curiosity and it has been a blast to have
been a part of it all.

Second, I have learned, and sometimes relearned,
so much from the classes I have taken through
LLI. But, perhaps more importantly, I have
learned even more by being a part of the
Curriculum Committee. Being a part of the
process of identifying possible subjects, locating
an instructor, finding the space, and lastly,
creating a new catalog, is fascinating. It really
changes how you view others (That’s a great
hobby — would she give us a class on it? Super
presentation — would he do that for LLI?). And
interestingly enough, most people we ask are very
willing to share with us. They, like you, have skills
or interests that, when asked, they are willing to
share with our world. We just have to ask.

Third, over the past several years I have been a
part of the Scholarship Committee and I am still
amazed at the generosity of our members. We
have poured thousands and thousands of dollars
back into our community, providing some
much-needed assistance to some very special
individuals. While each year we have been able to
give five or six scholarships, you cannot believe
the needs of those who didn’t get one. We can’t
change the world, but we can and have changed a
few lives. It’s not everything, but it is something,
and it has been worth all the effort. What a great
way to give back.

Finally, through LLI, I have met some of the most
interesting people on the planet! And we come in
all different sizes, shapes and colors. We have
quiet ones and loud ones, old ones and
not-quite-so-old ones, smart ones and really smart

Community Outreach
Carol Weber, caroljeanweber@hotmail.com
Marianne Moerman, mcmoerman@juno.com

June will be our last food drive until
the September Forum. The
recipient this month is the food
pantry operated by the
Annandale Christian
Community for Action
(ACCA). ACCA has served
low income families in the
Annandale/ Bailey’s Cross Roads
area since 1967. Currently, twenty-six churches
are involved in carrying out ACCA’s mission.

In addition to a food pantry, ACCA provides
programs that assist needy families referred by
Fairfax County or other organizations:
emergency financial assistance, transportation
to medical appointments, a furniture
warehouse, Rebuilding Together, and meals for
Bailey’s Shelter. ACCA also supports a Child
Development Center, which is the only
program with paid staff.

The food pantry provides non-perishable and
fresh foods to these families. Volunteers come
to the pantry, select the needed items, and
deliver them to the homes of these families. For
the month of April, there were 108 deliveries
for 355 people.

Current needs include various canned
vegetables, tomatoes, baked beans, and fruit;
and all types of dried beans. Of course, any
non-perishable food is welcomed. Your
donations are needed and appreciated. Carol
Weber will deliver the food this month.

ones, and those who want to give and those who
want to receive. In short, we are normal people
who have one thing in common — we want to
learn. We want to stay intellectually connected to
this wonderful world and we would rather wear
out than rust out. It has been a pure pleasure to be
the “Chief, Cat Herder” for the past two years.

Thank you.
Ed McKnight
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Special Interest Groups
LLI Bridge Group

Bob or Merry Huley, 703-534-4819 or
703-489-9045 roberthuley@cox.net

Time: 10:00 a.m. — 2:00 p.m.

Location: Mason District Governmental Center,
6507 Columbia Pike.

June/July/August/September Play Dates — In
June, play is Wednesday, June 18 and June 25. In
July, play is Wednesday, July 9, and July 30. In
August, play is Thursday, August 7, and
Wednesday, August 20. Finally, in September, play
is Thursday, September 11, and Wednesday,
September 24.
Bring a bag lunch. You do not need a partner
because we rotate partners so you will play with
everyone. We are always looking for new players,
and all levels of players are welcome in this very
friendly game. Please call or email me if you would
like to attend (or for more information) so that we
can provide sufficient card tables.
Recent results include our game on April 23 where
the top four players were: Doug Johnson, Janet
Goodrich, Bob Huley, and Merry Huley.
Congratulations to all and have a great summer.

LLI Current Events
Group

Marion Jacknow, 703-698-8702
mjacknow@aol.com

Date/Time: Fridays, June 6, July 11 (note
change of date), August 1, 10:00 a.m. — 11:30
a.m.

Location: Small Conference Room, Mason District
Governmental Center, 6507 Columbia Pike
The Current Events Group meets monthly for
interesting and educational discussions. Topics
reflect the current social, political and worldly events
surrounding the time of the meeting. Please join us
to share your ideas and/or learn more about current
events — whatever is your pleasure.
For more information, please contact Marion
Jacknow.

LLI Favorite Books Club

Lynne Smaldone, 703-525-9623
smaldonega@hotmail.com

Date/Time: Thursday, June 19,
11:30 a.m. — 1:00 p.m. There will no

meetings in July or August.
Location: Braddock District Governmental Center,
9002 Burke Lake Road (in back of King’s Park
Library)
Our June meeting will focus on “summer reads.”
Those who wish to recommend a book and/or author
to the group are asked to write a brief description of
their choice and email it to Arlene Gribben
(arlenegribb@aol.com) no later than Thursday, June
12.
For further information, please contact Lynne
Smaldone.

Financial Discussion
Group

Doug Johnson, 703-628-3115
llinovadoug@gmail.com

Date/Time: Fridays, June 13, July 11 and
August 8, 1:30 p.m. — 3:00 p.m.

Location: Braddock District Governmental Center,
9002 Burke Lake Road (in back of the King’s Park
Library)
In these confusing times many of us are wondering
what to do? Join your fellow LLIers to discuss our
options. Hope to see you there.
For further information, please contact Doug
Johnson.

LLI French Conversation
Group

Lois Czapiewski, 703-578-7562
loisczap@gmail.com

Date/Time: Tuesdays, June 3
and June 17, July 1 and 15, August
5 and 19, 10:00 a.m. — noon

Location: Goodwin House, Media
Room, 3440 S. Jefferson St., Falls

Church
Under the expert guidance of Al Brothers, we will
continue to increase our French language skills and
also our appreciation of French culture with the
program French in Action, Leçons #24 – #26.
For more information, please contact Lois
Czapiewski.
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LLI Gourmands

Linda Cyr 703-750-1257,
linda.cyr@verizon.net

Patti Volz, 703-892-6124,
pattivolz@verizon.net

Xin Chao Gourmands: Thursday, June 19 at
11:30. Please join us at Present, a charming and
relaxing Vietnamese restaurant located at 6678
Arlington Boulevard, Falls Church. We may order
anything on the menu and there will be separate
checks. The restaurant’s website, which includes
menus and directions, is www.presentcuisine.com.
Please RSVP directly to our hostess, Susan
Alexander, by June 5 at 703-938-5655 or
salexa50@yahoo.com.

The gourmands will be dining in July and August
and SIG members will be notified by email of the
dates. As always, if you want to join us please notify
Patti or Linda.

LLI Photography Group

Buck Myers, 703-532-3726
hbm@hbmphoto.com

Date/Time: Fridays, June 20
and August 15, 10:00 a.m. —

12:00 p.m. There will be no meeting in July.
Location: Braddock District Governmental Center,
9002 Burke Lake Road (in back of the King’s Park
Library)
Members have a wide range of photographic
abilities and interests and share a common desire to
hone existing skills or learn new ones. Meetings
center on a specific topic, area of interest or theme
decided by the group. Recent meetings have
focused on getting the most out of your camera,
editing and organizing techniques for digital pictures
and photographic themes such as Spring. Meetings
also include lessons from the “Fundamentals of
Photography” or “The Art of Travel Photography”
courses, which are part of the curriculum offered by
The Great Courses. Each lesson is presented as a
video and includes a small assignment to practice
the information taught, which we review at the
following meeting. Come join the group if you have
an interest in photography.
For further information, please contact Buck Myers.

LLI Walkabouts

Merry Macke, 703-451-3248, cell phone:
978-505-9506 merry.macke@verizon.net

Date/Time: Fridays at noon
(The next two walks will be somewhat
vigorous. If walkers would prefer less of

a challenge, I can revise — I will be in Ireland from
May 11 to 26).

May 30: Ellanor C. Lawrence Park, Chantilly.
(Note change of date.) Hopefully it will be dry at the
time of the walk, because it can get very muddy. It
will take about 1/2 hour taking I-66 west to Rt. 28.
Take Rt. 28 north, and then immediately turn right to
Walney Road. On the left, you will find the Visitor’s
Center, about 1 mile ahead. It is worth the distance
with a pond to circle. Do wear hiking boots or
sturdier types than gym shoes.

June 13: Pohick Creek Stream Valley Park.
Take Springfield/Franconia Parkway going west.
Pass Rolling Rd. and the next light is Whistler’s
Creek Dr. Turn left and then right on Hooes Rd.
Almost immediately on your left will be a small
parking area. Sign says Pohick Stream Valley Park.
If you are traveling from the west on the Springfield/
Franconia Parkway, pass Gambrill Rd. exit, and then
turn right onto Whistler’s Creek Drive as noted
above. There are pedestals to cross over the creek
so you may want to bring walking sticks if you feel
they help keep you balanced and wear sturdy shoes;
also one big hill. Very nice, pretty walk.

June 27: Lake Accotink Park. Front entrance to
park — Turn onto Highland St. from Backlick Rd.
Follow signs to the park. Meet at the Marina parking
lot area in front of the restrooms. We will hike on the
north side of the lake.

July 11: The hike, on the south circle of Lake
Accotink Park, will provide a view of an eagle’s
nest.

Please remember to wear your name badge as this

is now a requirement for many facilities where

classes are scheduled. It is also the best way for

new members to get to know others and a way for

established members to welcome new members. If

you have lost your badge, just contact Laura

Charron at the LLI office and she will send you a

new one; a replacement lanyard has a fee of $1.00.

There is no
July or August Newsletter.
Deadline for the September

edition is August 8.



— Page 6 —

Did You Know?
As a member of LLI you have a wonderful Northern
Virginia Community College library at your
disposal. The library is located on the third floor of
the Godwin Building just up the ramp from the
Richard J. Ernest Community and Cultural Center.
To use the library, you simply sign up for a
Community Patron card by showing a picture ID.
You then can charge out a limit of three books for
three weeks and take them home. Also you can
renew books online for an additional period. If you
have LLI classes on the campus, this resource would
be very convenient. Go to http://www.nvcc.edu/library
for more information.

Study Travel
Thirty-nine members of our Study Travel group are
preparing for the July 10 departure to Seattle, the
start of an almost two-week trip to the NW National
Parks and the Canadian Rockies. Don’t forget to
attend the Study Travel class sessions in June in
preparation for the trip. If you have a sudden desire
to join us on this trip, contact Terry Brittain at
703-425-8240 or at terry_brittain@cox.net as we have
one open seat on the trip.

The big news for Study Travel is that after extensive
polling, eliminating, and voting, the winning
selection for our 2015 Study Travel trip is Grand
Circle Travel’s (GCT) “Discover Sicily: Heart of the
Mediterranean,” a 16-day tour that includes Rome,
departing on May 9, 2015. There is no single
supplement for this tour.

We hope to keep this as an exclusive LLI trip.
Registration is open now, and we think it will sell
out quickly! A deposit of $350 per person will hold
your space, and if you pay in full by June 25, you
will get a 10% discount. Remember, our Study
Travel trips are open to friends and family. Want
more information about the trip to Sicily? Contact
Bob Huley, 703-534-4819, or roberthuley@cox.net for a
copy of the trip flyer, which includes detailed
itinerary, pricing, pre-trip and post-trip options, and
registration instructions. The flyers will be available
at the June Forum.

If you are interested in enrolling or signing up for
our email list or joining the Study Travel Committee,
contact Bob Huley as indicated above. Happy
traveling!

Campus Parking for the
Handicapped

NVCC does not issue special permits for using the
parking spaces designated for the handicapped

on the Annandale campus. Appropriate
parking permits issued by any state and the

District of Columbia are honored. The
permit must be properly displayed and

used only by the person or persons
to whom it is issued.

Notice
RADM Terry Mc Knight, USN
(RET.), the May Forum speaker,
will make available copies of his
book, Pirate Alley, to any LLI
member upon request. He may be
reached at
www.admiralandthepirate.com,
temcknight@hotmail.com or
703-606-1604.

Membership
Renewal Reminder

The mailing label on each newsletter includes your
membership renewal date. You must renew
and be a member in good standing in order
to register for courses and to participate in
LLI’s many other activities. Complete
the membership form (last page in
the current course catalog), check
“renewal,” indicate any new
information, and mail it to the LLI
office with a check in the amount of
$110 for each person wishing to
continue membership with LLI.
Please print clearly to help ensure that your
information is entered correctly. It is important to
include the form with your check, for ease in
crediting your membership renewal in our
database.
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2014 LLI Scholarships Recipients

T his year, nine students will receive scholarships from LLI. These recipients have a very high, if not
straight A, grade point average, and are outstanding in their various activities. All will be greatly
helped by the scholarships awarded from the generous donations we received from LLI members.

Tuition rates, even at NVCC, have escalated — really unbelievable from when our generation’s children
attended college.

We wish them all the best in their future
endeavors.

Leadership Scholarships

Hadeel Shadid, awarded the $2,000 Knox
Singleton Leadership Scholarship, has been a
highly involved student at the Annandale
Campus, becoming Vice President of the
Student Government where she chaired events
such as the Great American Smoke Out — an
awareness event about the risks of smoking.

She has also been the President of the
Pre-Medical Society; Vice President of Service of
Phi Theta Kappa; a Student Ambassador; a New
Student Orientation Leader; and a student
member of the College Senate, the Campus
council and the Parking Task Force.

Giancarla Rojas, awarded a $1,500 Leadership
Scholarship, is currently pursuing a degree in
Business Administration. Co-Founder of
Dreamers of Virginia, a student organization
that does high-quality organizing and outreach
work, she has been described as a person of
extreme kindness, relentless courage, caring
disposition, and outstanding work ethic. In her
own words — “Where most people see
uncertainty, obstacles, and challenges I see
opportunities.” Her former high school Dean of
Students says “Giancarla is indeed an
exemplary ’dreamer’, a relentless believer in
education as an inalienable right and a source of
well-deserved empowerment and
advancement.”

Mariyam Raziyeva, awarded a $500
Leadership Scholarship, is an international
student currently participating in the Tutoring
program as a tutor of Math and Accounting.
She is trying to show her students that through
hard work, confidence and persistence, they

will become not only excellent students, but
also superb professionals in their prospective
careers. While maintaining a 4.0 GPA, Mariyam
participates in Phi Theta Kappa Honor Society
and assists ESL students at the Writing Center.
Her ultimate dream is to be a professor and she
believes that education is a tool that liberates
and empowers people.

Academic Scholarships

Kyu Hee Lee, awarded a $2,000 Academic
Scholarship, came to the United States as an
international student at age 14. Despite facing
many difficulties, such as a language barrier
and cultural differences, she enjoyed every
moment and wanted to achieve her academic
goals here. The professors and diverse student
population at NOVA gave her motivation and
passion for education and enabled her to
discover what she really wants to do in the
future. With experience as a Science Learning
assistant for the Science Department at NOVA,
she decided to become a science and medical
educator. Kyu loves both learning and teaching,
enjoys communicating with students, and
hopes to attend medical school after graduating
from a 4-year university.

Barbara Montgomery, recipient of a $1,500
Academic Scholarship, has completed her
Honors AA degree at NOVA and will transfer
to the University of Virginia to study
government. She then plans to attend law
school and become a human rights lawyer and
speak up for those who face injustice.

Dance and justice are two of Barbara’s greatest
passions, and she has used her choreographing
skills to create dances that address key social
issues — including homelessness and
modern-day slavery. Barbara is grateful beyond
words for all the opportunities NOVA has
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provided her, including several scholarship
awards, the Honors program, and a study
abroad opportunity this summer.

Kyu Hee (Peggy) Ho, awarded a $1,000
Academic Scholarship, was born and raised in
Virginia, but is of Chinese descent. After a
childhood spent reading and exploring the
outdoors with her brother, she now spends her
free time rock climbing, hiking, fishing, and
developing her dream of having a life retreat
center. She will use her scholarship at the
College of William and Mary for the fall
semester, where she will study psychology and
further develop her outdoor experience.

Doreen Ngo is awarded a $1,000 Academic
Scholarship to further her studies in physics.
After overcoming life’s setbacks, working, and
studying part-time at NOVA, she will be
entering George Mason University this fall and
then plans to attend graduate school to research
in the field of condensed matter physics. She
plans to teach and become a communicator of
the sciences and hopes to inspire others to be
curious, innovative, and ambitious.

Antoinette Oroczo, awarded a $1,000 Academic
Scholarship, Antoinette Orozco will be
attending George Mason University, majoring
in International Relations and hoping to
complete a minor in International Politics. She is
a former Youth Christian Association President,
Student Government Association Vice-President,
College Republican Treasurer, Rotaract
member, and Hispanic Student Union member.
She hopes to stay involved with her community
in the future. When she isn’t working on her
studies, Antoinette volunteers at Lucas 4-18
Homeless.

Hieu Dang Nguyen, recipient of a $500
Academic Scholarship, feels he is fortunate to
have more opportunities here in the United
States to further his education. Pursuing a
career in Accounting, his future goal is to start
an accounting firm, from which he will be able
to give back to the community by providing
affordable accounting services. More
importantly, strong family ties and
responsibilities encourage him to strive for
success. For him, this is his responsibility, and
also his motivation and strength.

Mason District Supervisor
Honors Patricia Daniels

Patricia Daniels, a member of our Curriculum
Committee representing the National Park
Service (NSP) and technology classes for

seniors, was selected
by Supervisor Penny
Gross of Mason
District as her 2014
Community
Champion. Pat was
feted along with others
at the annual Fairfax
County Volunteer
Service Awards
Program and Breakfast
on April 25.

As an LLI member for
approximately 10 years, Pat quickly enjoyed the
NSP classes and when the opportunity arose,
she joined the Curriculum Committee planning
courses for each semester. She feels small steps
can make a big impact in helping to enrich the
educational life of others.

Supervisor Gross, a long-time supporter of
senior citizens in her district, had observed Pat
many times at Mason District Governmental
Center arranging classes for seniors and felt Pat
was making an impact close to home for people
age 55 and older. In her remarks during the
awards program, she stated “Pat Daniels’
advocacy for lifelong learning is infectious. Her
enthusiasm for nearly any subject is boundless,
and she also brings a common sense attitude to
the learning process. Detail oriented, Pat serves
our growing older population with grace and
sensitivity.”

Patricia Daniels

NVCC Newsletter
The Northern Virginia Community College, Annandale
Campus, issues an electronic community newsletter.
Goals of the newsletter include providing information
regarding activities and events on campus and
addressing community concerns. If you would like to
receive this newsletter, send your request with your
email address to rhull@nvcc@nvcc.edu.
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Merry Macke, the coordinator of the LLI Walkabouts Special
Interest Group.

At the May Forum

May Forum Speaker Rear Adm. Terry McKnight, USN (Ret.),
autographs his book for LLI member Ray Bednarsky.

From the LLI Scrapbook
Who Does What for LLI?

Buck Myers, the founding member and  coordinator of LLI
Photography Special Interest Group.

Bob Huley, the coordinator of LLI Bridge Special Interest Group
and the Study Travel Group.



— Page 12 —

Lifetime Learning Institute of Northern Virginia
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