
September LLI Forum

Wednesday, September 7, 2016, at 10 a.m.
(Social Time at 9:30 a.m.)

Volunteering Together to Build
Affordable Homes: The Habitat for

Humanity of Northern Virginia

T
he Habitat for Humanity of Northern
Virginia (NOVA) has built 92 low-cost
homes for deserving families since the
chapter began in Alexandria, Virginia in

1990. Recently, NOVA Habitat experienced a
significant milestone when volunteers completed
their first two homes with eight solar panels each.
The energy savings will make a considerable
difference for the new homeowners. Site supervisors 
teach everyone how to practice safe and efficient
construction skills. Every year, Habitat hosts a week
long National Women Build Week that highlights
the homeownership challenges faced by women.
The impact of Habitat goes far beyond the number
of homes constructed. Building a home alongside
other volunteers and partner families, with
donations by local businesses and individuals,
brings the whole community together.

Reverend Jon Smoot, Executive
Director of the NOVA Habitat,
will tell the story of Habitat with 
pictures, stories, and charts. Jon
is a dynamic speaker and leader
with a highly diversified
background. Prior to his
appointment at Habitat, Jon
served for 23 years as Senior
Pastor for Presbyterian churches 
in Virginia, Maryland,

Wisconsin, Pennsylvania, and Scotland. He also is
an experienced developer and contractor and knows 
every phase of the construction process. Jon Smoot is 
an ardent advocate for affordable housing, actively
engaging many civic and community organizations
in pursuing this goal.

Rev. Jon Smoot

The Executive Director will bring one or more
volunteers to share their experiences on Habitat
projects. Also, LLI members who have worked on
Habitat projects will have an opportunity to
participate in the presentation. LLI is about to
kick-off another season of stimulating Forums and
everyone is invited.

Parking Information: Parking will be free on Wednesday,
September 7. You may park free in the visitors’ garage — if
there is space — or without a permit anywhere in student lots
B. However, since NOVA students tend to take the close in free 
garage spaces, please come early if a close parking space is
important to you.



— Page 2 —

Members
June Chalou 703-573-7769

chalouj@cox.net

Welcome, New Members! We hope you
will participate in our classes and 

volunteer your time and talent.

New Members

Eugenia Burkes, 307 Yoakum Pkwy #1411, Alexandria
VA, 22304-4036, cell: (703) 328-1307,
eugeniaburkes@mac.com

Eldon Hildebrandt, 3409 Slade Court, Falls Church VA,
22042-3918, phone: (703) 532-3970, cell: (571) 594-1402,
ehildeb123@aol.com

Shira Flax, 203 Yoakum Pkwy. # 916, Alexandria VA,
22304-3725, phone: (703) 304-1007,
shiraflax3@gmail.com

Frank Konieczny, 8543 Innisfree Dr, Springfield VA,
22153, phone: (703) 569-3244, cell: (571) 224-4615,
fwkret@gmail.com

Janet Liebenau, 5226 Lonsdale Dr, Springfield VA,
22151-1712, phone: (703) 425-8958, cell: (703) 409-6521,
jliebenau@yahoo.com

Enid Liess, 8702 Queen Elizabeth Blvd, Annandale VA,
22003-4244, phone: (703) 978-5168, cell: (703) 209-0984,
jliess@cox.net

Lynn O’Connell, 4848 Virginia Street, Alexandria VA,
22312, phone: (703) 867-4942,
lynnoconnellVA@gmail.com

Kathleen Powers, 5520 Moultrie Rd, Springfield VA,
22151-2003, phone: (703) 321-7523, cell: (703) 303-0442,
tpowers@rcn.com

Terence Powers, 5520 Moultrie Rd, Springfield VA,
22151-2003, phone: (703) 321-7523, cell: (703) 321-7157,
tpowers@rcn.com

Update

Bob Miller, 7414 Spring Village Dr # 501, Springfield VA,
22150, (703) 343-4335

Kim, Rendelson, cell: (703) 927-2690

Sidney Sachs, sidneysachs@juno.com

Jean Shivar, 2727 Merrilee Drive Apt. 405, Fairfax VA,
22031, (703) 942-8482

LLI Board of Directors

President: Scott Pinckney
Vice President: Kathryn O’Toole
Secretary: Susan Alexander
Treasurer: Charles Hulick
Past President: George Chalou

Members: Phil Centini 18 *, Anna
Dixon 17, Delsa Hildebrandt 17,
Robert Huley 18, Carol Jeffords 18, 
Sheri Masek 18, HB ‘Buck’ Myers 17, 
Phil Myers 19, Judy Robison 19,
Arline Sachs 19, Patti Volz 19

Administrator:  Janice Viola

Newsletter Staff

Newsletter Co-Editors: Peg McCall, 703-532-1405, pegmcnews@juno.com
and Linda LeDuc, 703-578-1178, lal5040@aol.com

Graphic Design/Desktop Publisher: Alfred Brothers
Mailing Coordinators: Bob and Merry Huley

© Lifetime Learning Institute 2016

* year term ends

IMPORTANT: Report
Address / E-Mail / Phone

Number Changes
To be assured of receiving important notices
concerning classes and trips, please remember to
notify the LLI office as soon as possible of a new
email address or a change in mailing address and/or 
telephone number. Notify the office by phone at
703-503-0600, or e-mail at llinova.admn@gmail.com.

Calendar of Events

September 2016

7 Forum

7 October newsletter
deadline

9 Board Meeting

19 October newsletter
mailing

26 Nationals Ball game

30 Departure of West
Virginia Train Trip

October 2016

5 Forum

12 November newsletter 
mailing

14 Board Meeting

24 November newsletter 
mailing

November 2016

2 Forum

9 December Update
deadline

11 Board Meeting

21 December Update
mailing

December 2016

2 Holiday Party
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Community Outreach

Carol Weber, caroljeanweber@hotmail.com
Marianne Moerman, marianne.c.moerman@gmail.com

Ecumenical Community Helping
Others (ECHO) is an all-volunteer 
charity providing food and
financial help to people with
short-term emergencies and
provides clothes and
household items to people
with low incomes. During the
last fiscal year, ECHO gave 226,000
pounds of food to 1,127 clients (4,500 family
members). Food stocks in August and
September are at the lowest, so our September
Forum donations will help to refill their
shelves.

Food items needed: cooking oil, pancake
batter & syrup, box potatoes, rice (2 lb.
packages), beans (2 lb. packages), spaghetti
noodles and spaghetti sauce. Non-food
items: children’s toothbrushes and pain/cold
medicine, adult pain/cold medicine, laundry
detergent, deodorant, razors, shaving cream,
and tissues.

Martie and Chuck Klee will deliver our
donations. Thank you.

Bev Portman reports that our June food
donations to Food For Others weighed in at 142
pounds. Thanks to all.

For new members: We collect non-perishable
food items at each monthly Forum that are later 
delivered to a local food pantry by one of our
members.

President’s Message

I
 sincerely thank the LLI/NOVA membership
for electing me to be your new president for the
2016-2017 fiscal year. I plan to fulfill the
obligations of the office and fully promote the

interests of the organization to our community.

The LLI/NOVA Board conducted a day long retreat
in June, at which time we reviewed the health of the
organization and direction of our programs. Our
financial status, membership level and programs
function on a sound basis. We look forward to begin
testing a new LLI web site and developing programs 
to make our operations more efficient. The volunteer 
spirit of participation in these efforts contributes
greatly to the overall success of the organization.

I would like to recognize the work of our Study
Travel Committee and the Trips Committee. The
outstanding planning provided great travel
experiences and at reasonable prices. I especially
thank Bob Huley’s outstanding leadership in
organizing the Romantic Villages of Alpine Europe
tour and Sid Sachs for his excellent coordination
with Overseas Adventure Travel on the Untamed
Iceland tour. There were multiple highlights of both
tours but perhaps the abundance of spectacular
waterfalls of all descriptions in both Switzerland and 
Iceland were just one of the many favorite sights.
See photos of our overseas trips on the LLI web site.
I would also like to commend Pat Harrison for her
outstanding leadership in organizing the revival of
our local Trips Committee. I encourage the
membership to support her committee’s offerings of
interesting nearby attractions.

We look forward to the year ahead. Many enjoyable
activities await our membership. We welcome new
members into our organization.

Best Wishes

Scott Pinckney, LLI President

Forum Refreshments
If you are unable to deliver refreshments on the day for
which you have volunteered, please notify Patty
Brennan, (703) 425-6738, or Phil Centini, (703)
658-1545, as soon as possible so they may make other
arrangements.

LLI’s Friendship Connection

Pat Harrison, 703-550-7530, pjharris80@msn.com

One of the benefits of LLI
membership is making
friends. We like to show
support for fellow members
by sending a card to anyone
who is ill or has suffered a
loss. If you would like a card 
sent to an LLI member or

spouse on behalf of the LLI membership, please
contact Pat Harrison. Be sure to include sufficient
information so an appropriate card may be selected.
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Special Interest Groups
LLI Bridge Group

Bob or Merry Huley, (703) 534-4819 or
(703) 489-9045 roberthuley@cox.net

Time: 10:00 a.m. — 2:00 p.m.

Location: Mason District Governmental Center,
6507 Columbia Pike

In September, we will play on Wednesdays,
September 14 and 28. In October, we plan to play
on Wednesday, October 12, and Thursday, October
27. Bring a bag lunch

You do not need a partner because we rotate
partners so you will play with everyone. We are
always looking for new players, and all levels of
players are welcome in this very friendly game.
Please call (703-534-4819), or email me
(roberthuley@cox.net), if you would like to attend (or 
for more information) so that we can provide
sufficient card tables.

Catch Up on Results —

The top four players at the May 25 game
were: Dick Schacher, Nate Rosenbaum, Connie
Fullerton, and Victoria Blackman. We did not play
in June, but we also track semi-annual results, and
the top six players for the first half of this year
were: Raymond Burmester (1st); Victoria
Blackman and Jessica Burmester (tied for 2nd);
Carolyn Fowler, Janet Goodrich, and Nate
Rosenbaum (tied for 3rd); Carole Compton (4th);
Carole Pyle (5th); and Lynda Brittain and Connie
Fullerton (tied for 6th). More recently, at the July 13
game, the top four were: Martin Stutsman,
Victoria Blackman, Connie Fullerton, and Nate
Rosenbaum, and finally, at the July 20 game, the
top four players were: Victoria Blackman, Connie 
Fullerton, Merry Huley, and Peg McCall.
Congratulations to all.

LLI Current Events
Discussion Group

Peter Schwarzkopf, (703) 998-0769
pschwarzkopf@verizon.net

Date/Time: Fridays, September 
2, October 7, November 4 and December 2; 10:00 
a.m. — 11:30 a.m.

Location: Small Conference Room, Mason District 
Governmental Center, 6507 Columbia Pike

The Current Events Discussion Group meets the first 
Friday of each month for interesting and educational
discussions. Topics reflect the current social,
political and worldly events surrounding the time of

the meeting. Please join us to share your ideas
and/or learn more about current events — whatever
is your pleasure.

LLI Favorite Books Club
Lynne Smaldone, (703) 525-9623

smaldonega@hotmail.com

Date/Time: Thursday, September
15; 11:30 a.m. — 1:00 p.m.

Location: Braddock District Governmental Center, 
9002 Burke Lake Road (Supervisor’s Meeting Room, 
on the backside of King’s Park Library)

Our selection this month is The Invention of Wings,
a historical novel by Sue Monk Kidd. Set in the early
1800’s, it tells the story of four women from
Charleston, South Carolina — two sisters from the
prosperous white Grimke family, and an African
American mother and daughter who are their house
slaves. All four share an ardent desire to “fly” free — 
Sarah and Angelina Grimke from the constraints of
being female in the early nineteenth century, and
Hetty and her mother, Charlotte, from the bonds of
slavery. Come join us!

Financial Discussion
Group

Doug Johnson, (703) 628-3115
llinovadoug@gmail.com

Date/Time: Fridays: September 9, October 14
and November 11. No meeting in December.

Location: Braddock District Governmental Center, 
9002 Burke Lake Road (in back of the King’s Park
Library)

Come join your fellow LLIers as we try to figure out
the market’s financial matters and discuss our
options. Hope to see you there.

Please remember to wear your name badge as

this is now a requirement for many facilities where

classes are scheduled. It is also the best way for

new members to get to know others and a way for

established members to welcome new members.

If you have lost your badge, just contact the LLI

office and they will send you a new one.
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LLI French Conversation
Group

Patty & Richard Steelman,
(703) 504-6866

richardsteelman@hotmail.com

Date/Time: First and Third
Tuesdays, September 6 and 20,
October 4 and 18, November 1
and 15, and December 6; 10:00

a.m. — noon

Location: Top of the West at the Goodwin House
Baileys, 3440 S. Jefferson St., Falls Church

Under the expert guidance of Al Brothers, we will
continue to increase our French language skills and
also our appreciation of French culture with the
program French in Action, Leçon #44, and perhaps
see a French film.

LLI Gourmands
Patti Volz, (703) 892-6124,

pattivolz@verizon.net
Nancy Kobilarcik, (703) 751-4838,

ekoby3918@aol.com

CRITICALLY ACCLAIMED! Please join the
Gourmands at Clarity, a critically acclaimed
restaurant in Vienna, on September 16 at 11:30 a.m. 
Clarity is rated #29 on Washingtonian’s 2016 100
Very Best and is one of Tom Sietsema’s favorites. It
has just recently begun serving lunch on Thursdays
and Fridays. They have graciously reserved the
restaurant’s glassed-in private room that provides
views into the kitchen. The room can accommodate
up to 15. If we have over 15, they will seat us in the
main dining room. Separate checks will be provided. 
Please respond directly to Patti Volz, (our host
for this event) at pattivolz@verizon.net by
Monday, September 12. Clarity is located at 442
Maple Avenue E. Vienna 22180 and its web site is
https://www.clarityvienna.com. As always, should
you have any questions, please contact your
co-chairs Patti (pattivolz@verizon.net) or Nancy
(ekoby3918@aol.com).

LLI Photography Group
Buck Myers, (703) 532-3726

hbm@hbmphoto.com

Date/Time: Friday, September
16; 10:00 a.m. — 12:00 p.m.

Location: Braddock District Governmental Center
(Braddock Hall Meeting Room), 9002 Burke Lake
Road (on right hand side of the King’s Park Library)

Members have a wide range of photographic abilities 
and interests and share a common desire to hone
existing skills or learn new ones. Meetings center on 
a specific topic or area of interest decided by the
group and include display and discussion of photos
taken by members based on a monthly theme.
Recent meetings have focused on getting the most
out of your camera, editing and organizing
techniques for digital pictures, and photographic
themes such as Creative Cropping, Patterns,
Autumn Leaves and Faces. Come join the group if
you have an interest in photography. New members
are always welcome. Meetings are held on the third
Friday of every month.

LLI Walkabouts
Merry Macke, (703) 852-5133, cell phone:
(703) 987-7751 , merry.macke@gmail.com

Date/Time: Fridays at noon.

September 9: Lake Braddock:
From Braddock Rd., take Burke Lake

Rd. past the high school. Take a right on Lake
Braddock Dr.; follow the road around to Wallingford
Dr., turn right and park. We’ll meet at the corner.

September 23: Burke Lake: 7315 Ox Rd. (Rte.
123). From Braddock Rd., take Burke Lake Rd.
south until Rt. 123 (Ox Rd). Turn left and the second 
left is the park entrance. As you enter the park, go
left and park in the large parking lot close to Ox Rd.
We will meet by the restrooms close to the road.

Happy Hiking!

Deadline for the

October newsletter

is September 7.
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Campus Parking for the
Handicapped

NVCC does not issue special permits for using the 
parking spaces designated for the handicapped

on the Annandale campus. Appropriate parking
permits issued by any state and the District of 

Columbia are honored. The permit must be
properly displayed and used only by the

person or persons to whom it is
issued.

Important —
Keep Your Membership

Directory Current
Please remember to retain your LLI Handbook and
Membership Directory and note in it the Members
information that is provided each month on Page 2
of the newsletter. This will help keep your directory
up to date with changes that occur between the
annual directory issuance dates.

NVCC Newsletter
The Northern Virginia Community College,
Annandale Campus, issues an electronic community 
newsletter. Goals of the newsletter include
providing information regarding activities and
events on campus and addressing community
concerns. If you would like to receive this
newsletter, send your request with your email
address to rhull@nvcc.edu.

Newsletter on the Web

Our monthly newsletter is generally available on the
LLI website earlier than you will receive it through the 

mail. In cases of delivery delays by the Postal
Service, you may want to keep http://lli.nova.org
in mind. Any pictures and/or graphics will also

be in color on the website.

In Memoriam
Longtime LLI member Clint Hall passed away
on July 20, 2016. Clint was an active member and 
volunteer in LLI for many years. He served on
the Curriculum Committee and was the first to
be given the official title of “Space Coordinator,”
a vital part of the preparation of each LLI Course

Catalog. He did much to define
the position as it currently

exists. Many remember Clint
making countless trips to
the many classroom venues

used by LLI. Then he
began using email and

didn’t see how the job
could be done without it!

Clint was a regular at LLI
Forums and courses and was

always willing to lend a helping hand. He was
well-known for and proud of his career in the
Marine Corps, and had a reputation for his
wonderful and dry sense of humor. He could
always put a smile on someone’s face. LLI
members send their condolences to Clint’s
family, particularly his wife Kathy, also an LLI
member.

Kathy Scheibelhoffer, an LLI member for many
years, passed away on July 18. Kathy particularly 
enjoyed attending LLI classes, especially those
presented by the National Park Service. These
classes were a reflection of her interests and her
volunteer activities at the Fort Ward Museum, as
a docent at the Arlington Historical Museum,
and as a member of the Alexandria
Archaeological Society. She is remembered in
LLI for her kindness and positive attitude.

In Memoriam Notification

One of the benefits of belonging to LLI is that we 
make and enjoy many friends and
acquaintances. So that we may express our
condolences, LLI members would appreciate
being notified in the sad event that we lose
someone from our community. Effective with
this newsletter, if you become aware of the
passing of any LLI member, please contact Gina
Trapp at GTrapp_26@msn.com or (703) 522-7528.
She will include a notification in the following
newsletter. Thank you.
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A Change in the Schedule for
Donations from LLI Members

To assist in the scheduling of several charities which 
we support with donations from LLI members, we
will change the dates of collections this winter, as
follows:

ã At the November Forum, plan to bring new,
unwrapped toys for the children, aged 2-16, at
the Bethany House. You have been generous
with gifts of toys for these children for several
years at the Holiday Party, but we want to
deliver these to the Bethany House earlier this
year.

ã At the December Holiday Party, plan to bring
canned goods and other food items. The charity
to receive these will be announced later. This is
the food you would normally donate at the
November Forum.

New this year! Also at the Holiday Party on
December 2, you have the opportunity to bring new
(unwrapped) books for children. These books will be 
donated to The Reading Connection, which serves
children in Northern Virginia. The reading range is
1st-6th grades and they prefer paperbacks rather
than hardcovers, although board books are good for
infants and toddlers. We will have their current
wish list for you at the Forum in September. You can 
find their Amazon wish list at
http://amzn.com/w/2FR9ZLVCQQ9GP.

Humor Corner

SENIOR COMPUTER SKILLS

Customer: I have a huge problem. A friend
has placed a screen saver on my computer,
but every time I move the mouse, it
disappears.

*************************

Tech support: How may I help you?

Customer: I’m writing my first e-mail.

Tech support: OK, and what seems to be
the problem?

Customer: Well, I have the letter ‘a’ in the
address, but how do I get the little circle
around it?

*************************

A woman customer called the Canon help desk 
with a problem with her printer.

Tech support: Are you running it under
windows?

Customer: No, my desk is next to the door,
but that is a good point. The man sitting in
the cubicle next to me is under a window, and
his printer is working fine.

*************************

Tech support: Okay Bob, let’s press the
control and escape keys at the same time.
That brings up a task list in the middle of the 
screen. Now type the letter ‘P’ to bring up
the Program Manager.

Customer: I don’t have a P.

Tech support: On your keyboard, Bob.

Customer: What do you mean?

Tech support: ‘P’.....on your keyboard, Bob.

Customer: I’M NOT GOING TO DO
THAT!

Did You Know?

As a member of LLI you have a wonderful Northern 
Virginia Community College library at your
disposal. The library is located on the third floor of
the Godwin Building just up the ramp from the
Richard J. Ernest Community and Cultural Center.
To use the library, you simply sign up for a
Community Patron card by showing a picture ID.
You then can check out a limit of three books for
three weeks and take them home. Also you can
renew books online for an additional period. If you
have LLI classes on the campus, this resource would
be very convenient. Go to http://www.nvcc.edu/library
for more information.
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ATTENTION
All Members

The following program was inadvertently left 
out of the Fall Course Catalog.

Fall Walk at Meadowlark

Join docent Jules Maloney to explore these
glorious gardens and woodlands decked out 
in their fabulous fall colors. Please wear
closed-toed walking shoes and be prepared 
to walk for most of the 75 minute tour.
There are no admission or program fees.

Date & Time: Tuesday, October 4 — 10
a.m.

Meadowlark Botanical Gardens,
9750 Meadowlark Gardens Ct., Vienna

Coordinator: Mary Lu Bednarsky, (703)
455-3999, mlbednarsky@earthlink.net

Maximum: 30 members

 Make reservations through Janice Viola at
llinova.admn@gmail.com

Directions will be sent to those that register.

Membership
Renewal Reminder

The mailing label on each newsletter includes your
membership renewal date. You must renew
and be a member in good standing in order
to register for courses and to participate in
LLI’s many other activities. Complete
the membership form (last page in
the current course catalog), check
“renewal,” indicate any new
information, and mail it to the LLI
office with a check in the amount
of $110 for each person wishing to
continue membership with LLI.
Please print clearly to help ensure that your
information is entered correctly. It is important to
include the form with your check, for ease in
crediting your membership renewal in our
database.

Study Travel

O
ur two great trips for 2016, Romantic
Villages of Alpine Europe and Untamed
Iceland, are in the record books. We have
two more fabulous trips scheduled for

2017. The first, CIE’s “Scottish Isles and Glens”
tour is currently sold out, but we are maintaining an 
informal wait list for this trip. Our second trip is
Grand Circle Travel’s 11-night trip, Cruising
Burgundy & Provence to the Cote d’Azur. This trip, 
departing in August 2017, goes from Paris to Nice
and includes a 7-night cruise on the Saone and
Rhone rivers. Almost all of our cabins have already
been booked, but we still have some space left. If
you are interested in joining us on this river cruise,
or the wait list for the Scottish Isles and Glens tour,
the trip flyers are posted on the LLI website
(http://lli.nova.org) or you can contact Bob Huley for
more information.

With 2016 done, and 2017 scheduled, it is time to
start thinking about 2018. We will begin planning
right after the October Forum, so think about where
you would like to go in 2018.

To join the Study Travel email list and receive
advance notification of Study Travel trips and
activities, please contact Bob Huley at (703) 534-4819 
or roberthuley@cox.net. If you would like to be on the
Study Travel Committee and help analyze
destinations and tours for future trips, please let Bob 
know. See you at the September Forum.

Happy traveling!

Take Me Out
to the Ball Game!

T
here are still a few tickets available to attend
the Nationals game on Monday, September
26. We will be departing the Braddock
District Government Center, 9002 Burke

Lake Road, Burke, Virginia, at 5:30
p.m. Cost is $54 per person
and the registration form
is in the June newsletter
(can also print from the
LLI website at
lli.nova.org). If
interested, please
contact Bonnie Hopler,
(703) 978-9381, cell
phone (703) 508-6219,
pbhopler@cox.net.
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From the LLI Scrapbook
This Summer with LLI

Gourmands at Café Renaissance ...

... and at the Café d’Or

Romantic Villages of Alpine Europe

Iceland Study
Travel Trip

An
Icelandic
Waterfall
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