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“It said so on the 

internet, so it must 

be true.”

– Abraham Lincoln
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Serious 

Consequences

Easy to Create, 

Easy to Spread…
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What is 

MediaWise?

MediaWise’s mission is to 
empower people of all 
ages to be more critical 
consumers of content 
online. We teach people 
key digital literacy skills to 
spot misinformation and 
disinformation so they can 
make decisions based on 
facts, not fiction.
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Agenda

• Why misinformation 

is created

• Why it spreads

• Red flags to watch for

• How to verify 

information for yourself
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Check Your Facts – Trivia

What percentage of people in the U.S. 

have shared something false online?
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What is Misinformation?
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Wikipedia defines 
misinformation as “false or 
inaccurate information.” 
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Advantages of Connectivity

Entertainment

Information

Connections
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The Downside

• Imposter content 

• Manipulated content

• Out of context information

• Disinformation

• Scams
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What’s Behind 

Misinformation

Why might someone 

create a post like this?
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What’s Behind Misinformation

Advertising

Creating Chaos

Trolling

Pushing an Agenda

Take Your Money
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Why Misinformation 

Spreads

• We want to help

• We want hope

• We’re fooled by 

official-looking posts



21

Check Your Facts – Trivia

How many false posts did Facebook 

remove during the first month of the 

coronavirus pandemic?
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Red Flags to 

Watch For

What are some aspects of 

this post that should set off 

our alarm bells?
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Red Flags to Watch for

Pay extra attention when online content …

Causes an 
emotional 

reaction – either 
positive or negative

Creates a sense 
of urgency

Contains typos

Leads with an 
outrageous 

headline

Shares secret 
information that no 
one wants you to 

know

Reinforces your 
own belief or 

opinion
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Finding and Reading
The News Responsibly
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Identifying a Legitimate News Source

• Author name

• Publish date

• A good reputation

• ‘About Us’ page and/or corrections policy

• Original reporting
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Keywords for Opinion Pieces

Editorial

Op-Ed

Our View

Commentary
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Verifying Information
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Three Questions to Verify Online Content
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Lateral Reading Video
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Click Restraint

• Don’t click on the first 

thing you see

• The top links may be 

advertisements

• Professional journalists 

look beyond the first 

page
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Using Wikis Responsibly
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What about photos?
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What about photos?
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False Images

• Easy to manipulate 

photos

• Even easier to 

miscaption photos

• Social media and the 

web have become 

photo-centric

• Videos can be doctored
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Reverse Image Search
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Reverse Image Search Video
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Reverse Image Search 

On a Mac
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Three Questions to Verify Online Content



Thank You
for Joining Us!

Pause before 

you share



Thank You
for Joining Us!

POLITIFACT.COM
Snopes.com

PolitiFact.com

FactCheck.org

LeadStories.com

ScienceFeedback.co

CheckYourFact.com

Poynter.org/CoronavirusF

actsAlliance

WashingtonPost.com/news/fact-checker



Survey

87

We Welcome Your Feedback on Our Session

Please complete the survey!



Thank You
for Joining Us!


